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A Qilin with an Auspicious Letter

Before the birth of Confucius, a mythical animal, a gilin, came to his home. A letter
from heaven came out of its mouth. The words read: “Son of Water God will be the
civilian king after the decline of the Zhou dynasty.” Confucius’ mother thought it
unusual. She tied a thread around its horn. The qilin left two nights later. Confucius’

mother was pregnant for eleven months before giving birth to him.
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